
 

On April 12, 2003, Pope John 
Paul II declared Servant of God Basil 
Anthony Mary Moreau to be worthy of 
the title “Venerable.” The Decree on his 
virtue released by the Congregation for 
the Causes of Saints and signed by Jo-
seph Cardinal Saraiva Martins, Prefect, 
states that “Basil Anthony Mary Moreau, 
without relying on human means, placed 
his trust in God and found in Him the 
necessary strength to overcome the 
many serious difficulties and insults he 
faced. In the aftermath of the French 
Revolution, he strongly resolved to ef-
fectively renew the Church through par-
ish missions, the Christian education of 
youth and various works of charity.” 
The decree goes on to state that he 
founded the religious family of Holy 
Cross including men and women in or-
der to provide stability and continuation 
of this important work.   

 

The Decree of April 12, 2003, 
goes on to say that after the complete 
report to John Paul II by the Cardinal 
Prefect, the Pope approved it and or-
dered the proclamation of the Decree 
on the heroicity of the virtues of Basil 
Anthony Mary Moreau:  

“We declare that Father Basil Anthony 
Mary Moreau, Priest Founder of the men 
and women religious of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross, practiced the theological virtues 
of Faith, Hope and Charity towards God 
and neighbor, as well as the cardinal virtues 
of Prudence, Justice, Temperance and Forti-
tude annexed to them, to an heroic de-
gree.”   

Father Moreau’s cause was first 
introduced by the Bishop of LeMans be-
ginning in 1947 although the first decree 
regarding its introduction is dated in 
1955.  The nearly 50 year process so far 
has involved numerous steps and has 
required much work on the part of 
many people. At the current time, sev-
eral possible miracles are being exam-
ined in an effort to continue to move 
the process forward. 
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Venerable Basil Moreau, 
Founder of Holy Cross 

Brother John Gleason, Vicar General, expresses 
to Pope John Paul II the appreciation of the fam-
ily of Holy Cross for the honor bestowed on 
Father Basil Moreau. 

Pope John Paul II listens to the findings of the 
Cardinals and then declares Father Basil Moreau 
worthy of veneration. 



 

On April 12, 2003, Pope John 
Paul II declared for the entire Church 
that Father Basil Anthony Moreau was 
worthy of veneration and could now be 
called Venerable Basil Moreau. Father 
Moreau has traveled a long and arduous 
road towards the recognition of his vir-
tue by the Church, but this is not a road 
he would have wanted to travel for him-
self. In his life time he did not seek rec-
ognition for himself, but only for his 
young congregation. This effort was in-
tended to serve the Church and to help 
bring people to holiness.   

While the step taken by Pope 
John Paul II does not in anyway change 
the regard in which we in the Congrega-
tion of Holy Cross hold Father Moreau, 
it is a recognition by the Church itself 
that his ideals and values are worthy of 
consideration. This is especially impor-
tant to the hundreds of Holy Cross edu-
cators around the world who have built 
a great respect for Father Moreau as a 
teacher over the past twenty-five years.   

Father Moreau was forward-
looking, and his thoughts speak to our 
time as well as his own. As an educator, 
much of what he proposed for the edu-
cation of his time has become part of 
main stream educational thought in the 
Twenty-first Century. He also believed 
that priests and the laity could serve 

side by side as equals in the great mis-
sion which faced Christians and Catho-
lics. He believed that men and women 
could serve side by side as equals in the 
same mission. His vision for Holy Cross 
as one family of priests, brothers and 
sisters was not realized because of the 
skepticism of some and the strong belief 
of others that it could not be accom-
plished and should not be tried.     

In this issue of the South-West 
Province Review we celebrate the life and 
accomplishments of Father Moreau. In a 
short period of time (just 15 years) he 
gathered hundreds of men and women 
around him and sent them off with en-
thusiasm to teach and preach in Algeria, 
Canada, Indiana and New Orleans in the 
United States, Italy and India. He en-
couraged his religious men and women 
to serve those who needed them most 
regardless of their cultural, ethnic or 
religious background.    

Today we still carry with us his 
educational philosophy: “We do not 
wish our students to be ignorant of any-
thing they should know,” and “We will 
not educate the mind at the expense of 
the heart.”    

Brother Richard Critz, C.S.C.  
Provincial  
South-West Province 

Page 2 South-West Province Review 

From the desk of the Provincial: 
VENERABLE BASIL ANTHONY MOREAU: 
Founder of the Congregation of Holy Cross 

Brother Richard Critz, C.S.C. 
Provincial 

The Venerable Basil Moreau is 
buried in the crypt of the church 
he built, Our Lady of Holy 
Cross, in LeMans, France. 



 
This is a time for great rejoicing 

and offering jubilant prayers of thanks-
giving to God that Father Basil Anthony 
Moreau, C.S.C., founder of the Congre-
gation of Holy Cross, has been named 
Venerable. This is a major step in the 
long path towards beatification and 
eventual canonization. It is our prayer 
and hope that soon Father Moreau's 
name will be inscribed within a long and 
diversified list of fascinating individuals 
who have been definitively declared 
Saints, a list of individuals drawn from 
varied backgrounds and cultures stretch-
ing back over nearly two thousand years 
of Church history. Such a band of greats 
followed a path laid out for them in the 
Divine Plan through various outstanding 
ways. Many of them struggled desper-
ately against all types of odds in their 
attempts to live lives of perfection in the 
service of their Divine Master.   

Basil Anthony Moreau, the ninth 
of fourteen children, was born into a 
peasant family on February 11, 1799, in 
Laigne-en-Belin not far from LeMans, 
France. Historically, LeMans, which is in 
the county of Maine, along with Nor-
mandy formed the French land once 
held by William the Conqueror. This 
was the part of France which benefited 
by the labors of St. Joan d’Arc during 
the Hundred Years War. Here it was 
that Moreau was born into the times 
marked by the end of the French Revo-
lution and its Reign of Terror. These 
were difficult times. The country was in 
upheaval.   

With the establishment of the 
Republic in 1789, the government con-
fiscated Church properties and out-
lawed religious communities. Priests, 
who refused to take the civil constitu-

tional oath of the clergy, were subjected 
to imprisonment, deportation or even 
execution. Many of the faithful rejected 
the "constitutional" clergy. Thus the 
Church was under attack and suffering 
persecution.   

A fugitive priest with a price on 
his head baptized the young Basil. The 
pastor who later provided Moreau with 
his early education, had for many years 
earlier practiced his ministry in secret 
during the Reign of Terror. These were 
times when education of the young 
practically was non-existent. The 
Church had operated the local village 
school. During the Revolution the 
school was closed and, for many years, 
not a single child in the village was 
taught to read or write.   

From his earliest days, Father 
Moreau was familiar with poverty, which 
quickly forced him to learn to do things 
for himself, to give much and expect 
little in return as the family struggled in 
the economic depression of their times. 
When Napoleon ascended into power, a 
concordat was negotiated with the Pope 
in 1802. Thus, by the time young Basil 
reached the age of nine, Church-State 
relations and tensions were relaxing. 
This enabled his pastor to gather some 
of the more intelligent children of the 
parish in the rectory for informal les-
sons whenever he had some free time. 
In 1814, a few months after Napoleon's 
exile to Elba, the fifteen-year-old Basil 
was enrolled in a high school at Cha-
teau-Gontier, sixty miles away.   

His childhood was influenced by 
many factors. His parents, although sim-
ple people, were deeply religious. He 
grew up knowing of the heroism of 
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A Man With A God -Given Vision 
Basil Anthony Moreau, C.S.C. 

1799 - 1873 

*Paris 

*LeMans 

Upper room of Moreau family 
home where the boys slept. 


