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“In his Circular Letter NO 14, dated September 1, 1841, a document which we might well 
call the Congregation’s Magna Charta, Father Moreau at the community’s very beginnings 
outlined in great detail his original plan for Holy Cross.  In it he explains that he 
intended…a Congregation of three societies dedicated to the hearts of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph – their hearts because he wanted the religious to imitate and be marked no so much 
by the lowliness, the simplicity, or the fervor of their life in Nazareth as by their union (as a 
family).  Drawing upon this letter a passage (article 70) in the present Holy Cross 
Constitutions expresses Moreau’s ideal for Holy Cross exactly: all the religious are 
encouraged “to reproduce in their mutual relationships the charity which unified the 
members of the Holy Family, in order to emulate the union of the three Divine Persons of the
Adorable Trinity.” 
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