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Students and Student-Teacher Relations

Insolent Young People

Teachers may have to deal with certain young people who border on insolence, who know no rule
of politeness, and have no discretion or regard for anyone. They have a way of getting worked up
over nothing, of being initiated at the slightest correction. When they become upset their faces flare
up, their eyes move around like two hot coals, their bodies bristle up, and their whole being is
agitated. These students so easily lose control of themselves that even the language of reason and
kindness cannot make them recover at those times. Teachers should consider themselves fortunate
if that is all they experience from such young people. Many of these students, heated up with anger,
burst out with all kinds of insults, threats, and bad language and seem ready to go to any lengths in
dealing with a teacher.

The best thing for a teacher to do in such a situation is to keep a profound silence, showing by a sad
and postured air that the teacher pities the insolent young person and is waiting until the first fire of
anger is put out. That is the moment for the teacher to act and to make the student feel the weight

of the teacher’s authority. By words of severity and
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its severity. the student in this way admit to the wrongdoing, the
teacher will have gained more respect and authority
than was ever lost in the public display.

The teacher should then be content with a punishment of short duration, but one that is the sort to
impress the student by its severity. On such occasions, teachers should never fail to hold up for
their students the vitue of politeness by praising it and pointing out that they attach great value to it.
It is a fine opportunity to give students a lesson in being civil to another person, with confidence
that at another time it will be remembered, to the teacher’s advantage.
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