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Students and Student-Teacher Relations

Envious Young People

There are some young people, envious by nature, who are unable to see clearly that any fellow
student may possess superior talent or merit. They build and hold a feeling of hatred for any fellow
student who may appear superior. They speak to such students in a cold way, and the presence of
these students annoys them. No matter what the other student does, they are offended; even the
thought of another’s success causes deep feelings of hate and distress. They often go further and
join to their animosity a spirit of strife. Since they cannot endure those fellow students who cause
the jealousy, they seek quarrels with them and find fault with all they say and do. They are unable to
see in their fellow students anything but faults and go so far as to distort their best intentions. From
disputes they pass to fits of passion and fighting.

Was it not jealousy that led Cain to kill his brother and the sons of Jacob to throw Joseph into a

cistern in order to expose him to death and then sell him to foreigners? The secret of success in

. . . dealing with the poor slaves of self-love lies in

The secret Qf SHecess i ded/Zﬂg with the Winrn'r%g their conﬁgence. This is a difficult task and

poor Slaves Of Mﬁ-/&%’ lies in Wmmﬂg requires great prudence. These young people are by

their 607/1]%{67%6. nature filled with suspician and are erratic in their

judgements. Try to build a positive relationship with

them as far as this is possible. Then in all ways act with the utmost patience, because this fault

penetrates deeply, like a vigorous plant that can be cut or destroyed on the outside but cannot be
totally destroyed as long as its roots remain in the ground.

Profit by the control you exercise over such students to help them sense on every occasion how
much this passion debases them in the eyes of others and how much it offends God, who loves
everyone as they were created. Every time they happen to fall into this vice, impose on them as a
penance some small prayer in which they ask God’s pardon for their fault and the grace not to fall
again. Do not forget also to require of them as punishment to show themselves more gentle and
charitable toward those of whom they are jealous and even to give clear signs of repentance by
congratulating the others and saying something nice to them.
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